DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
This again is not the fault or virtue of democracy or dictator-
ship. It lies with the men who nale, who have grown up in a
tradition that they are too old, too indolent or too callous to change.
In Switzerland and Holland, in Norway, Sweden and Denmark,
under democracy, you have well-ordered and well-balanced com-
munities, a decent standard of Jiving, good housing and public
health organizations*
Do you really imagine that democratic and parliamentary
England would rise as one man and rush to the barricades to
overthrow a Government that asked for authority to take gigantic
measures against unemployment, under-nourishment, lack of air
and sunshine, the slums and derelict .areas, public ill-health, bad
teeth, adenoids, the disfigurement of the countryside, and British
institutions generally?
But I mean gigantic measures* Not, for God'a sake, another
committee.
The economic policy of the Reich is to make certain that Ger-
many, in a future war, cannot be defeated on her home front, that
is, by inability to obtain the essential things she needs to prosecute
the war. The theory of Hitler, the theory that has now found
acceptance in Germany, is that the Reich was not defeated in the
field in the last war, but through starvation in foodstuffs and raw
materials which she could only get from abroad and which were
intercepted from reaching her by the British naval blockade. She
is determined that that shall not happen again* She began,
immediately after that war, to increase the area under grain, and
has become almost self-supporting in some of the things she needs.
But she can never produce, within those fortress walls, all the
things she needs if she is not to be starved out, The countries cast
and southeast of her have them nearly all — oil^ grain, animal
fats, livestock, ores, raw materials* That is why German foreign,
military and economic policy ail bear, for the present, towards
Danubian and Balkan Europe.
Early in the process of transition from cash to barter she turned
towards these countries, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bul-
garia, Greece, Turkey, She. began to buy vast quantities of their
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